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Mason’s Island Fire District 
2021 President’s Report 

 
 

Dear Residents, 
 
The Annual Meeting of the Mason’s Island Fire District (MIFD) will be held on 
Saturday May 29, 2021 at 10:00AM at the Mason’s Island Yacht Club. I hope you 
will be able to attend. 
 
I am always impressed by the time, interest, and dedication of the MIFD Board. 
Even though they might not always agree on an issue, I feel that the Board 
members truly have the best interests of the community at heart. It is a pleasure 
serving with them. I thank them all for their service to the community. 
 
There are many issues facing MIFD. I have tried to summarize the most significant 
issues below. Three major proposals are included. 
 

• First, a proposal to reduce the speed limit within MIFD from 25 to 20 mph 
and to add some additional movable speed limit signs.  

• Second, a proposal to include funds for tick treatments on single-family 
residential properties in our MIFD property taxes – no more separate 
payments.  

• Third, a proposal to hire an engineering firm to study the shoreline erosion 
problem along Chippechaug Trail and present options for addressing the 
problem. 

 
I hope that you will pay particular attention to the three proposals as they will be 
decided at the Annual Meeting. The MIFD Board supports all three proposals. 
 
 
Fire Protection 
Mystic Fire District has supplied fire protection and emergency medical services 
to MIFD for the last 17 years. In general, I think the community has been pleased 
with their services. The current renewal period for our contract runs through June 
30, 2124. Mystic Fire Department has indicated that they would like to negotiate 
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a new contract and fee structure beginning July 1, 2124. The MIFD Board will be 
looking at our options and working on a new contract as that time grows closer. 
 
 
Roads Maintenance 
Thanks to the extensive roads repaving project that was conducted from 2015 to 
2020, most of our roads are in good to excellent condition. To keep them that 
way, we plan to continue to put money aside in our Reserve Fund for Roads. Our 
goal is to add $20,000 to $30,000 each year to the Reserve Fund.  
 
While some repairs can be performed on an as-needed basis, repairs that require 
milling of the road surface need to be performed as a group. This is due to the 
cost of bringing in the milling equipment. The Reserve Fund for Roads creates a 
cushion, allowing us to perform those repairs without any one-time increases in 
the mil rate.  
 
 
Traffic Safety & Security 
Traffic control and safety is the most difficult and time-consuming task of the 
MIFD Board. Balancing the community’s many desires is challenging. Security, 
privacy, safety, ease of access, cost effectiveness, and aesthetics are all part of the 
puzzle. Often, those desires conflict with one another. We cannot please 
everyone, but we try.  
 
Our priorities are (1) creating a safe environment for everyone transiting the 
roads, (2) deterring tourists and sightseers from using the private roads for 
recreational purposes, and (3) helping visitors to Enders Island find their way to 
the island. 
 
Last summer, we discussed the second priority – deterring tourists and sightseers 
– with the Stonington Police. After that meeting, a report was sent out to 
residents discussing their recommendations. One of their recommendations had 
to do with signage. 
 

“Signage is important. Simple, straightforward signage in appropriate 
locations will stop 75% of the problems. First, it puts sightseers on notice. 
Second, it gives residents something to point to if they feel that a sightseer 
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is creating a nuisance. Third, it gives the police something to point to if they 
need to get involved.” 

 
Shortly after the meeting, we made our first attempt at improving the signage. 
You may remember the “No Public Recreation” sandwich boards that were 
deployed at three locations, as well as the “Private Roads” signs that were added 
to Schoolhouse, Money Point, Nauyaug Point, and East Forest Roads.  
 
Unfortunately, the new signage was not as effective as we had hoped. We still 
had problems with tourists and sightseers using the private roads for recreation. 
Some residents took matters into their own hands and posted their own signs. 
 
Over the winter, the MIFD Board had lengthy discussions about the signage and 
decided to make some changes. The sandwich boards were removed. The old 
“Private Roads” signs were replaced with new “Dead End” signs.  
 
The new signs seem to be more effective at deterring tourists and sightseers. 
They do not stop everyone, but they do catch everyone’s attention. Some 
residents seem happy with the new signs. Others have suggested that the new 
signs are too aggressive. The MIFD Board will continue to monitor the 
effectiveness of the new signs and will make adjustments as necessary. 
Comments and suggestions from the community are appreciated. Please let us 
know your thoughts and ideas. 
 
 
Speed limits 
A motion was made at our Annual Meeting in 2018 to reduce the speed limits 
within the Fire District. As a result of this motion, a committee was formed to 
study the problem and make recommendations. After extensive research, the 
committee has recommended: 
 

• That the posted MIFD speed limit shall be reduced by 20%, from 25 to 20 
mph. 

• That the posted MIFD speed limit in front of the Yacht Club shall be 
reduced by 50%, from 20 mph to 10 mph, between May 1 and Sept. 30 
each year. 
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• That several small speed-limit signs be acquired which can be placed in the 
middle of the road (like crosswalk signs currently in use) in front of the 
Yacht Club and at strategic locations on Island roads. These signs are easy 
to install and remove. They will help to slow traffic by narrowing the road at 
installed locations. 

• That the traffic officer at the guardhouse remind visitors, after their entry 
has been approved, that the speed limit on all MIFD roads is 20 mph except 
where a lower limit is posted. 

 
The complete report can be found on the MIPOA/MIFD website. A vote on this 
recommendation will be held at our upcoming Annual Meeting. 
 
 
Prevention of Tick-Borne Diseases 
Tick-borne diseases are a threat to everyone. Lyme disease has resulted in life-
long debilitating issues for many. MIFD and individual residents have worked hard 
to minimize these risks within our community. However, we fear that an 
important leg of our integrated tick management program – the treatment of 
individual properties – is in danger of losing its effectiveness. These treatments 
help create a “herd immunity” within our community from which we all benefit.  
 
Since responsibility for collecting our real estate taxes was transferred to the 
Town of Stonington, it has become increasingly difficult to contact property 
owners and collect the payments for treating individual properties. Thus, the Tick 
Committee has recommended that we change the way the program is managed. 
They recommend that the costs for treating individual single-family residents be 
included in our property taxes – not collected separately. The revised program 
would operate in the following manner: 
 

• Property owners would choose a treatment supplier, such as Seascape or 
Biotech, for their property from a list of suppliers approved by the MIFD 
Board. 

• There would be no need to sign up annually. Once a supplier had been 
selected, that supplier would be used year after year unless the property 
owner chose to make a change. 
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• To keep the transition to the new program simple, property owners who 
currently participate in the MIFD program would be assigned to their 
current supplier unless they chose to make a change. 

• Property owners may opt out of the program, but that decision would have 
no effect on their taxes. They would still contribute financially to MIFD’s 
“herd immunity.” 

• If property owners, who currently do not use either Seascape or Biotech, 
fail to respond, we will assume that they have opted out of the program. 

• Only single-family residential properties would be treated. 
 
The complete report can be found on the MIPOA/MIFD website. A vote on this 
recommendation will be held at our upcoming Annual Meeting. 
 
 
Erosion along Chippechaug Trail 
You probably have noticed the ongoing erosion of the marsh that is north of the 
Allyn's Alley dock. There are many reasons for the erosion including storm surge, 
storm water run-off, and rising sea levels. This erosion poses a serious threat to 
Chippechaug Trail, which is the primary access route for the majority of residents.  
 
To address this problem, MIFD formed a task force of concerned residents in July 
2020. When the task force was formed, the distance between the road and the 
shoreline was 37 feet. Nine months later, the distance was only 33.5 feet.  
 
There are many possible short-term and long-term solutions to the problem. The 
ultimate solution will likely include some combination of “living shoreline” to 
lessen the impact of wave action on the marsh, modifications to the road itself, 
and shoreline plantings. 
 
As a first step towards a solution, the task force has proposed that we engage an 
engineering company to conduct a feasibility study. The estimated cost of the 
study is $30,000. The study would help identify our options, as well as the 
potential costs, allowing the task force to develop a long-term plan for addressing 
the problem. It has been proposed that the cost of the study be paid for using 
money from the Reserve Fund for Roads. Thus, there would be no immediate 
impact on our mil rate. 
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Once a plan is chosen, then permitting would be sought and engineered plans 
would be developed. Construction would follow. The costs of the permitting, 
plans, and construction are currently unknown. Depending on which options are 
chosen, an increase in the mil rate may be needed. 
 
Grants may be available to offset some of the costs of the feasibility study as well 
as the permitting, plans, and construction. The task force plans to pursue this 
option. However, there is no guarantee that any grants will be awarded. 
 
The most recent report from the task force can be found on the MIPOA/MIFD 
website. A vote to use funds from the Reserve Fund for Roads to pay for the 
engineering study will be held at our upcoming Annual Meeting. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ethan Tower, MIFD President 


