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Mason’s Island Fire District 
2020 President’s Report 

  
Dear Residents, 
  
The Mason’s Island Fire District (MIFD) Annual Meeting will be held on 
Saturday, June 27, 2020 at 10:15 A.M. at the Mason’s Island Yacht Club 
Picnic Grounds.  
 
It is with mixed emotions that I write this last report as I am stepping down 
after I have had the pleasure of being President of the Mason’s Island Fire 
District (MIFD) for the last six years.  In my professional career, I always 
followed one primary premise.  Surround yourself with people who are 
smarter than you and then get the hell out of their way.  To that end I have 
been rewarded with an outstanding board of MIFD directors.  All I had to do 
was schedule the meetings, listen to their advice and of course feed them a 
couple of times a year.  The majority of the current directors have been with 
me for four years and several have been on the Board with me for all six 
years. I am deeply grateful for their service. 
 
I am pleased to provide you with a brief synopsis of some of the highlights 
of these past 6 years. 
  
Highlights: 

• Road Drainage:  After several years of concerted effort a comprehensive 
drainage initiative was completed in 2014 improving drainage at Old South 
Road, Allyn’s Alley, Black Duck and Money Point/Nauyaug North.  This 
alleviated clogging and significant erosion in various sensitive coastal areas.  
Special thanks go to Lydia Herd for managing this project. 

• Long Term Road Rehabilitation Plan:  A long term Road Repaving Plan was 
established in 2015 with a Road Replacement Fund designed to raise the 
money to finance the complete repaving of all Mason’s Island roads. The 
total estimated cost of the project was $650,539 to be completed in 5 phases 
over a 6-year period.  Thanks to Rufus Allyn, Ethan Tower and Bob Martin 
for their work on this project. 

• CT Water Company Water Main Replacement:  In conjunction with our 
Roads Repaving project, it came to the attention of the MIFD and MIPOA 
Boards that the CT Water Company needed to replace and upgrade all the 
major water mains for the island.  Their goal was to install 6” and 8” water 
lines on all the major roads.  Working together with CT Water Company, we 
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coordinated the repaving of our roads into phases with CT Water Company 
replacing their pipes ahead of our road construction.  Due to this 
coordination, we were able to make use of CT Water Company’s obligation 
to repave the roads after installing the water mains obligating them to 
reimburse us for a significant portion of the cost of repaving.  This resulted 
in total cost savings to our taxpayers of $259,250 and completion of the road 
repaving project 2 years ahead of schedule in October of 2019.  

• MIPOA Roads Excavation Permit:  In 2018, a new Roads Excavation Permit 
was approved by the MIFD Residents to manage the excavation of our new 
road due to new construction projects.  Special thanks to John Parry for 
spearheading this project.    

• Enhance Fire Protection:  The upgrade to the CT Water Company water 
mains created an opportunity to install fire hydrants throughout the island.  
Resident approval was obtained at the 2016 annual meeting and the 
installation of 17 Fire Hydrants was included in the phased water main and 
repaving project.  During 2016, a Fire Hydrant Placement Committee was 
formed to identify the placement of all hydrants to ensure there was no 
resident more that 900 feet from a hydrant.  In 2019, the last four fire 
hydrants were installed bringing the total to 17 hydrants with all homes 
located within 900 feet of a hydrant. 

• Mystic Fire Department Rating Upgrade:  The Insurance Service 
Organization (ISO) evaluates the competency/effectiveness of all fire 
departments.   Their ratings are 1 (excellent) to 10 (poor).  The Mason’s 
Island Fire District’s ISO rating has historically been 9 (poor).  Because of 
the new water mains and the installation of 17 fire hydrants, their ISO rating 
was improved to 4 (very good) thereby qualifying many of our residents for 
significant reductions in their insurance premiums.   

• Traffic and Security:  MIFD contracted with ACE Security Inc. to provide 
traffic control and security for the summer months.  In 2017, the MIFD and 
MIPOA Boards recommended the installation of a security camera at the 
entrance to our community.  This year (2020), security and road signage 
were added to cover 7 days a week to deal with an increase is traffic caused 
by the COVID pandemic.  Special thanks go to Bob Banas, Lee Hisle and 
Bob Martin for this.  

• New Guard House:  Shortly after installing a security camera at the Guard 
House, a large truck collided with the guardhouse resulting in its complete 
destruction.  Fortunately, our new security camera captured the entire 
incident enabling us to submit a claim for the replacement cost of the Guard 
House with the company that owned the truck.     
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• Tax Collection Transfer to the Town of Stonington:  MIFD Residents 
approved the use of the Town of Stonington to collect our taxes.  A legal 
agreement was signed in January of 2019.  Special thanks go to Lydia Herd 
for her many years of service as tax collector and a smooth transition to the 
Town. 

• Road Maintenance:  Regular Road maintenance including snow removal, 
spring cleaning, road sweeping, pothole repair, lane lines and striping were 
all completed annually on budget.  Rufus Allyn has continued to do an 
outstanding job as our general contractor for these important functions. 

• MIFD Lyme Disease Prevention Program:  The continuation of this program 
dramatically decreased the tick-borne disease rates on Mason’s Island with 
only 1-4 cases reported in each of the last 6 years.  This program includes 
the treatment of individual properties on Mason’s Island and the 4-poster 
program which treats the deer on the island for deer ticks.  On average 
between 61% and 65% of Masons’ Island properties have been treated for 
tick control annually.  Special thanks to Jean Anderson for her ongoing 
efforts managing this program. 
 
Ongoing Projects: 

• Roads Speed Limits and Signage:  The MIFD and MIPOA boards formed a 
committee to study the speed limit on Mason’s Island roads in 2019.  A 
monitoring/recording devise was installed on Chippechaug Trail to gather 
the relevant information.  A report has been prepared and is currently under 
the review of the MIFD and MIPOA boards.  A final report will be prepared 
for the residents with recommendations from the two boards.  John Parry has 
done an outstanding job pulling all of this information together and writing 
this report. 

• Ice Pond:  The Ice Pond is currently owned by Mason’s Island Company.  
The Allyn family has decided to sell the Mason’s Island Company.  Aside 
from developing an ongoing program to maintain the life and health of the 
pond, the MIFD and MIPOA boards need to discuss the future ownership of 
the pond.  They recommend a committee of residents be formed to come up 
with a recommendation regarding the ownership of the Pond.  Special thanks 
to Lou Allyn for his 20 years of service overseeing the health of the pond 
and the Fickes for taking this important role over.   

• Erosion on Chippechaug Trail:  The property on Chippechaug Trail just East 
of Allyn’s Alley has been subject to significant erosion.  If this isn’t 
addressed in the near future, we risk having the erosion approach 
Chippechaug Trail.  During 2019, a committee was formed to study this 
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issue and research possible solutions and the associated costs.  Kristin Foster 
is currently leading this charge and has begun all the relevant research. 
 
It has been my honor to serve as MIFD President.  I have enjoyed working 
with both the MIFD and with the MIPOA board members on all these 
projects.  I would particularly like to thank Ethan Tower, MIFD Treasurer, 
Bill Taylor, MIFD Clerk, Tom Cooke, future MIFD Clerk, David Krupp, 
MIFD Vice President and Bob Martin, President of MIPOA for all their 
ongoing help and support throughout my tenure.  I am further very grateful 
for this wonderful community.  Our ability to come together as a group and 
make decisions for the safety and wellbeing of our residents is truly 
remarkable.   
 
I look forward to seeing you all at this important upcoming annual meeting.  
Please note, this year’s annual meeting will be limited to approval of last 
year’s annual meeting minutes and the election of the new board members 
and officers. 
   
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jim McAuley, President  


